Sailing Instructions Updated 2/2/2026
Cave Run Sailing Association
First Splash Regatta
Sunday, April 19, 2026
The Regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the current US Sailing racing rules 2025-2028 of sailing.
Sunfish class flag will be white with a black sunfish. 
Course and Marks: The course will be windward with an off-set/leeward gate configuration. Boats not actively starting or finishing will stay clear of the line and not impede active boats. Start line between green mark and red mark (Pin). Finish line between green mark and dock with flags (closed). Windward mark with offset- round both to port, leeward gate take either mark and round starboard or port- only round one mark and head back upwind. 
All races will be ONE lap unless the PROs signal otherwise. Each race will end when all boats have crossed the finish line or 10 minutes have elapsed after the first boat .
Beginning flag sequence for new racers may be one of the most confusing parts of sailboat racing! Another important flag includes the Postponement (Cat-in-the-hat) flag. Signifies that final preparations are being made in order for the races to begin; or between races if the PRO decides to move a mark (winds are too light or heavy to race; etc.). 
Sailing instructions may be changed orally on the water. Code flag L is hoisted on the dock (yellow flag with two black squares).  In addition, three short blasts of the horn from the dock may be used with or without code flag L. Don’t worry too much about this — it won’t happen very often.
Code of Conduct: ALL captains are required to exhibit the finest of sportsman-like behavior. While the rules of racing should be strictly adhered to, we must also recognize that many new sailors may be competing in this regatta. Be kind and generous. We're here to have fun and grow the sport!
 Decision to compete: It is each competitor's exclusive and individual responsibility to decide whether to race or to continue to race. Skippers are independent and individual in this decision to participate in sailing. Sailing can be dangerous to life, limb, and property. All local, state, and federal laws should be observed. Cave Run Sailing Association requires life jacket and PFD use during all water activities in this regatta. KY state law requires children under age 12 to wear a PFD.

60.4 Protest Validity in the 2025 Rules: (a) A protest is invalid (2) if it is from a boat that alleges a breach of a rule of Part 2 or rule 31, but she was not involved in it, or did not see the incident, or The logic of 60.4(a) is complex and contains double negatives that are hard to interpret. A careful read of rule 60.4(a)(2) says that a protest is “invalid” if the boat “was not involved in it”OR “did not see the incident.” So, if either one of those criteria is true, then the protest is invalid. This means that if a boat is not involved in an incident, her protest should be found invalid, whether or not she saw the incident. This is a significant and unintentional change inprotest validity. For example, Boat A touches a mark and does not take a penalty. There is no related Part 2 incident. A couple of boat lengths behind A, Boat B sees A hit the mark and files a protest. Even if boat B’s protest complies with the requirements of 60.4(a)(1), the current wording of 60.4(a)(2) means that this protest should be found invalid because, even though B saw the incident, she was not involved in it. The problem is that many protests valid under the 2021- 2024 Racing Rules will no longer be valid under the 2025-2028 Racing Rules. We feel strongly that this is a MAJOR PROBLEM. We recommend implementing this change immediately. To remedy this, include the following in your Notice of Race or Sailing Instructions: 1.x - Rule 60.4(a)(2) is changed as follows: (2) if it alleges a breach of a rule of Part 2 or rule 31and is from a boat that was not involved in, and did not see, the incident, or
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Anticipated course diagram (may change due to wind)
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· 1 Lap, round one gate finish.

· If more than 1 lap, head windward to the right of the green mark & repeat the course, rounding to the finish (between the green mark & the flag.) 
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