Excerpted from the USCG Auxiliary website


	Legal Requirements Section 2b - Required Equipment


Navigation Lights
Specific lighting configurations are required for vessels operating between sunset and sunrise or in times of restricted visibility. Do not assume that your boat came from the factory or showroom with all the proper equipment.

The Rules of The Road [Collision Regulations], lighting requirements for every description of watercraft. The information provided here is intended for power-driven and sailing vessels less than 20 meters. The various options are illustrated.

Sailing vessels less than 7 meters may carry an electric torch (flashlight) or lighted lantern showing a white light to be displayed in sufficient time to prevent collision. If practicable, the lights prescribed for sailing vessels less than 20 meters should be displayed.


Vessels under oars may display the lights prescribed for sailing vessels, but if not, must have ready at hand an electric torch or lighted lantern showing a white light to be displayed in sufficient time to prevent collision.
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Sailing vessels less than 20 meters may exhibit the navigation lights shown above
